COPYRIGHT AT THE DIGITAL MARGINS

Tom Phillips

RESEARCH QUESTIONS RESEARCH CONTEXT PROGRESS TO DATE

An online survey completed that asked musicians - for whom
music was not their main source of income - to reflect on
how they viewed their music; their music practices; their
knowledge of, and attitude to, copyright

Mainstream musicians have access to the press, articulating

What are the attitudes towards copyright of unsigned musicians, Masreary musciens have acsess 1o e press ey
those working on the ‘digital margins’ of the music industry? O

How do their views differ from what we know about the atftitudes of
consumers, the industry and established musicians? Is it that they care
too about copyright and its abuse?¢ That they are entirely indifferent?
Or that they know nothing about copyrighte

The survey was followed up by 20+ semi-structured interviews
with a cross-section of respondents, in which we investigated
further their routine music practices; their knowledge of
copyright and how it was obtained; their views on copyright
in an era of digital technology

The industry has access to media forums and to
policy initiatives, such as lan Hargreaves's Digital
Opportunity: a review of Intellectual Property and
Growth (2011)

What might be the implications for policy and/or education of these

atfitudes to, and views of, copyrighte
Lee Edwards et al {2013) have revealed consumers’ knowledge of
copyright issues, and how this informs their complex practices.

FINDINGS

Copyvright Education Policy and Politics
copyrignt equcartion Policy and Politics

Formally, musicians felt that illegal downloading could most effectively be

Conversation with other musicians was the main way that
musicians learned about copyright

Only around 20% of those affiliated with an organisation
(e.g. PRS, PPL, Musicians’ Union) said that they learned
about copyright from those bodies

‘My attitude is like a start-up ... you build up a community
and then you monetize it ... Give it away free, remove all the
obstacles that would normally be there ... | never actually
gave music away free, | would swap it for an email address.’

dealt with by educating users on copyright and the intfroduction of cheaper
forms of downloading, but their discussion of copyright revealed a complex
(and sometimes contradictory) set of political attitudes.

The same musician said this:

‘If they copied my music and it cost me money, that
would make me livid’

and this: ‘In terms of copyright, ... my [attitude] is isn't it just great that we

can hear anything and that we can share’

‘Well | know that if | was making more money | would be
more inclined to pay for [samples] like that ... | don't like the
idea of everybody just nicking everything, it's just at my level
| feel sort of justified | suppose.’

[llustration by Brad Jonas

CHALLENGES ENCOUNTERED
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